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PERSON SPECIFICATION FOR THE POST OF:
EARLY YEARS TEACHING ASSISTANT 
Key to show where criteria evidenced: (R) Reference; (A) Application
	CATEGORY
	ESSENTIAL
	DESIRABLE

	Application
	· Fully supported in reference.  (R)

· Well written, structured and presented application.  (A)
	

	Qualifications and Professional Development
	· Relevant qualification to the post; working at the national occupational standards in supporting teaching and learning as reflected in the NVQ3 and Level 3 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning on the Qualification and Credit Framework (QCF), or equivalent.  (A)

· GCSE Grade C or equivalent in English and Maths.   (A)
· Evidence of continued and relevant professional development.  (A)
	· Relevant SEN specific awareness qualification, e.g. Autism Awareness.  (A) 

· Paediatric First Aid Certificate.  (A)


	Experience
	· Relevant experience of working with children in an Early Years setting.  (A)
· Experience of supporting groups and individual pupils, 
      meeting individual needs.  (A) (R) 
	· Experience of working with children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND).  (A) (R) 
· Experience of working in more than one Key Stage or age group.  (A)


	Skills and Abilities
	· Good organisational skills.  (R)  
· Ability to communicate effectively both orally
       and in writing.  (R) 
· Ability to develop excellent relationships with all members of the school’s community, drawing on excellent inter-personal skills.  (R) 

· Ability to work independently and as part of a team.  (R) 
	

	Knowledge
	· Knowledge of the Early Years curriculum and an understanding of the principles of good curriculum provision. (A) (R) 
· Understanding of the needs of young children. (A) (R)
· Knowledge of current safeguarding procedures and good practice.  (A)

	· Knowledge of specific approaches to supporting individual learners with specific needs or conditions.  (A) 
· Knowledge of the Professional Standards for Teaching Assistants. (A)

	Personal attributes
	· High expectations of children’s achievements and behaviour.  (R)  
· Flexible and adaptable in approach.   (R) 
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